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Editor's Note
Franklin E. Payne, J., M.D.

A) Our readership has become surprisngly
internationd. We would like to indude among our
aticles some from other nations. Though the specific
goplications will differ from nation to nation, truly
Biblicd principles are surdly internationd. Though our
am is secificdly at the Stuation in the United States,
our underganding of the dtuation here would be
improved if some of youwould be willing to share your

perspective.

Also on the internationa scene, we welcome the Journd
of Chrigian Hedth Care which just published its
inaugurd issue in Auckland, New Zedand, edited by
Wade Brett. Subscription requests should be sent to
P.O. Box 13 580, Auckland 6, New Zedand. The cost
outside New Zedland is NZ$44 for four issues.

Continuing to publish an excdlent journa thrice yearly is
Rutherford House, 17 Claremont Park, Edinburgh,
EH6 7PJ, England. The journd is entitled Ethics &
Medicing, and a subscription is 6.9 pounds per year.
Both of these journds share our desire to base medica
practice upon a Biblicd foundation and to see Christ
preeminent in dl things Euthanesa and embryo
experimentation are obvioudy important  issues
internationdly

B) Our spring issue contained an error regarding Dr.
Joseph Neumann. Dr. Neumann was lisged as "M.D."
He holds, ingtead, a PhD in dinicd psychology fromthe
Universty of Missouri-Columbia, as the author
identification section indicated. We regret the error.

C) If you are disgusted with the high medica insurance
costs and/or daly struggles with high-handed medica
insurance companies, you may wat to consder
dtending a tentaive meding somewhere in the
Southeast this fdl or winter. A smdl group of rather
thoroughly Reformed physicians who are not convinced
dl is yet logt, dong with some non-physcians, is

14

contemplating a mesting to brainstorm some aternatives
to the expensive sdvesystems available. The Journd will
serve asinitid organizer. Key features likdy will include
laying out some Biblicad guiddines, then finding expert
financid and legd advisors to see what can be made to
fly. Write only if you are very interested and believe
Biblica truth mugt be applied in the economic aspects
of medical care.

D) Dr. W Merill Hicks, Jr., of Greenwood,
Missssppi, is responding to a cal to another area of
Chrigtian medica service. As a consequence, his Qyear
old solo prectice of Internd Medicineisfor sae.

Dr. Hicks offered 7 reasons that an internis might
locate in Greenwood. It is unusud in my experience to
find that someone has thought so carefully about
keeping his decision in accord with the Bible, and his
reasons are worth summarizing heres

(1) To providefor hisfamily. (I Tim. 5:8)

(2) To work with his hands. (Eph. 4:28) Qudified
primay care phyddans peform  endoscopy,
echocardiography, stress testing, €etc.

(3) To avoid partnerships. (2 Cor. 6:14) Peer support
is available in the form of weekly primary care morning
reports and ready cross-coverage. Dr. Hicks believes
that he is adle to gve more willing and empathetic
savice to his patients than is possble under a
partnership and the patients respond in kind.

(4) To gain adequate saff support. (Ecd. 3:12) We are
catanly familiar with the daily problems of medical
practice and work toward the goa of mutud
accountability between patients and staff.

(5) To gan balanced working hours. (Ps. 127:2) Full-
time ER support is avalable, in addition to peer
support.
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(6) To gan fdlowship with like-minded believers. (2
Cor. 6:14) The local Christian community includes both
agrowing Presbyterian Church in America congregation
and an intdlectud, orthodox Bible church. Reformed
Theologicd Seminary isonly 100 miles avay.

(7) To minister to others - especidly to other Christians.
(Gd. 6:10)

Whether or not we agree with these, or would
accord them similar priority, how many of us who
establish a practice or join one so explicitly try to
relate it to scripture?
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