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Table5
Example of
Sliding Scale
L L
Income ($) | ‘ Discount (%)
| $(27250 | | 0%
27,250 10%
25,000 20%
22,250 30%
| 20000 | | 40%
17500 | \ 50%
15,000 60%
| 12500 | | 70%
| 10000 | | 80%
7500 | | 90%
>| 5,000 100%*
* ($5.00 Officevidt or
whatever can be afforded)
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Book Review:

If We Can Keep a Severed Head Alive ... Discorporation and U.S.
Patent 4,666,425

By Chet Fleming
Published by Polinym Press, $12.95
Reviewed by Ed Payne, M.D.

| expected this book to be sensationd and superficid. It
Is, however, quite substantive and provocative. Chet
Heming isa"polinym", a public nameto "retain some
degree of privacy” The author is not a Chrigtian but
believesthat "religious’ leaders should be consulted to
ethical answersfor this bizarre technology.

For more than a decade the author has been on a sort
of "quest" about the matter of "discorporation”, the
technica name for keeping a severed head "divée'. This
quest "patly" caused him to go into patent law,
gpecidizing in biotechnology. For five years he studied
"as much as | could" about biochemistry and medica
technology. He has even applied for and been granted a
patent (#4,666,425) from the U.S. Paent and
Trademark Office, entitled, "Device for Parfusng an
Animd Head'. This patent gives him the right to "stop
or dow down discorporation research in America
unless any researchers agree to follow certan
safeguards...”

This manis serious! He has a concern about which he
has taken steps to dlow ethical discussion before the
technology is actudly successful.

Chapters 1 - 3 review the actua research that has been
doneinthis area. Most research was done in the 1960's
with little being done since. Readers may be surprised
to find, however, the degree of success that was
achieved and that makes discorporation less than a
scientific fantasy.

Chapters 4 - 7 discuss the legd issues and is an
interesting discussion of patent law and the legidation
necessary to govern such research.
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Chapters 8 - 9 discuss what the technical possibilities
are, what life would be like as a severed head, who
might get the operation, and how society migt be
affected.

Chapters 10 - 11 discuss "Rdigious issues” The
author's attempt in this area is a breath of fresh ar for
ethicd discussions by non-Chrigtians.

"Ingtead of trying to ignore or bdittle thar input,
scientists should welcome them (religious leaders) to the
discussion and treat them with respect, with the hope
that they will contribute instead of disupting the
debate."

While he is limited in his accuracy of Biblica knowledge
because he is not a believer, he makes a detailed and
honest attempt to goply Judeo-Christian ethics to
discorporation. On the one hand some cariticiams that he
makes of some Chrigtian pogdtions are dl too accurate
and humbling. On the other hand his rdigious answers
lack the Biblicad depth and specificity that is both
needed and possible.

Chapters 12 -16 discuss vaious technologicd and
ethical issues.

The book is some 500 pages long, consderably more
than one would expect to be devoted to a narrow topic.
Part of its length is due to some redundancy of various
subjects and issues. At times his detall is too extensive,
causing tiresome reading.

Ovedl, it is a book that | recommend. The author has
a dyle that is interesting and gimulaing. He is honest



