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Forward

1. The primary purpose of this discusson is not to
criticize or condemn any member of the body of Christ;
but while spesking the truth in love, showing that the
Chrigian phydcian needs to evduate the manner in
which he practices medicine in our society by gpplying
scripturd principles.

2. To determine badc scripturd principles of finance
which are gpplicable to a medica practice and in the
esablishment of a non-secular hilling and collection
system.

3. To compare the most common secular approach to
finances with these scriptura principles.

4. To apply these principles, offering some possible
dterndives.

In pogt-Christian, American society of the late twentieth
century, we have returned to the vadues of our
grandparents as they sought to avoid another grest
depression - fear, greed, and a survivaig mentdity.” In

so doing, many in the body of Christ have adopted the
ingdious philosophy of secular humaniam, thereby
incorporating into the worship and lifedyle an ancient
and dangerous heresy capable of destruction and
deluson. Evidence of this can be found in both manline
denomingtions and in the "so-cdled" fath and
prosperity movements. This philosophy has its roots in
andent Hinduism and suggests that man has become or
can become a god through an evolutionary process by
meastering naturd forces.’ Thus, the center of itsworship
is mankind, where f is enthroned in the place of
worship, rather than God (I Thessalonians 2:4).

Herbert Schlossherg remarks about this philosophy:

"Exdting mankind to the status of deity therefore dates
from the furthet reaches of anttiquity, but its
development into an ideology embracing the massesisa
characterigtic of modernity.”,

In depth exploration of this philosophy is beyond the
scope of this discusson, save to mention its presence
and influence on the body of Chrigt, as exhibited by
those Sgnslisted in Tables 1 and 2.

Symptoms of Financial Bondage

(From Seminar by Larry Burkett)

Tablel
SYMPTOM
1. OverdueBills
2. Investment Worries
3. Get-rich-quick Attitude
4. No Gainful Employment

GOD'S VIEWPOINT

Proverbs 27:12
Matthew 6:24-25
Proverbs 28:20

Il Thessalonians 3:6-10
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Deceitfulness
Greediness
Covetousness

Family Needs Unmet

© © N o u

Unmet Christian Needs
10.  Overcommitment to Work
11.  Money Entanglements

12. Fnancid Unfairness

13. Lack of Commitment to
God's Work

14.  Arrogant Attitude Toward
Less Fortunate

15. Resentment Toward God

Table?2

Luke 16:10

Ephesians 5:5; Luke 18
Exodus 20:17

| Timothy 5:8,16

James 2:15-16

Excellence, not excess
Reduces Chrigtian effectiveness
Proverbs 28:8; Philippians 4:19

Proverbs 3:9-10

Should not exigt in the body of Chrigt.
Chrigian Responghility: giving to them

John 6:27; Romans 13:8; Psam 7:21

Secular Humanist Described
(From Seminar by Larry Burkett)
1. Makes purchases without regard to utility.

2. Consumptive lifestyle.

3. Trades Cares and gppliances for new modelsto satisfy hisown lust.
4. Has acloset full of clothes which are seldom used.

5. Spends money frivoloudy.

Throughout higtory, the church has given rdigious
indruction via a question and answer format known as
the catechism, which is based on scripture. The very
fird question in the Wesminister shorter catechism
asks, "What is man's chief end?' The answer. "Man's
chief end isto glorify God and to enjoy Him forever."

This is supported in scripture. Psalm 16:8 states: "l have
st the Lord dways before Me . . ." The psamigt goes
on inverse 9 to say, "Therefore, my heart is glad, and
my glory regjoices. . ." He found great joy in God, as he
kept the Lord as hisfocus. Psdm 73:25 states, "Whom
have | in heaven but Thee, | desire nothing on earth.”
So man's chief end isto glorify God, which resultsin

eternd joy.' If this istrue of our persona lives, then we
may deduce that our businesses should, likewise, glorify
Him whom our souls adore. (How do we glorify God?
See Figure 3.)
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Table3
How to Glorify God
(By John McArthur)
1. Sdvation Philippians 2.9-11
2. Aimyour life a that purpose | Corinthians 10:31
A. Sacrifice sdlf and sdf-glory Matthew 6
B. Prefer Him above dl dse Exodus 32:26-29

C. Content to do Hiswill a any cost
D. You hurt when God's name is hurt

E. Being content to be out done by othersin gifts

and honors just so God gets the Glory
3. Confession of Sn

4 Trug Him

5. Fruitfulness

6. Prase Him
A. Recount wonderful works of God
B. Give Him credit for everything

7. Suffer for Him (persecution)

8. Contentment

9. Prayer

"Asking God in behdf of al that Jesusis and wills'

10. Proclaming His Word
11. Introducing othersto Christ
12. Sexud purity
13. Unity in Chrigt
A. Take no believer to court
B. Non-preferentid love

John 12:27; Mark 14:36; Matthew 26:39,42
Psdm 69:9

Philippians 1:16-18

Joshua 7:19; | Samuel 4-6:5

Romans 4:20; Philippians 4:19; Danid 3:17,
| John 5:10

John 15:8; Philippians 1:11; | Peter 2:9;
Colossans 1:10

Psam 50:23

Acts2:11

[ Samud 12:26-31

Isaiah 24:15; John 15:20; Il Timothy 3:12
Philippians 4:11-12; Psdm 16:5-7

John 14:13

Il Thessalonians 3:1; Acts 13:48

[I Corinthians 4:15; Ephesians 3:10

| Corinthians 6:12-20
Romans 15:5-7; | Corinthians 10:10

End Result: JOY (Habakkuk 3:18; John 15:11; Psam 73:25)
"Man's Chief End is To Glorify God, and to Enjoy Him forever.”

But do we? Spedificdly, as Chrigian physdans who
are servants of Almighty God, do our practices reflect
scriptural principles in regard to setting charges and
collecting fees? It has been our observation over the
past ten plus years, working with physicians practicing
in different regions of this country, that many timesthere
is very litle difference between Chrisian and non-
Chrigian physcians in the area of hilling and collections.
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Isthis due to alack of knowledge of God's principles, a
lack of ingght, or an act of neglect or disobedience?

One particular professiona interviewed in the course of
research for this article, revealed he was unaware of his
reason for accepting bad debts he just did it. If he was
unaware of Biblical financid principles, being aleader of
his church, how could he communicate the Biblica



Journd of Biblica Ethicsin Medicine —Volume4, Number 1

principle of sewardship to those under his authority?

There are at least 700 scriptures in which God deds
with finances and principles of finances' Ron Blue
guotes John MacArthur, Pastor of Grace Community
Church, Panorama City, CA from his tape series
"Madtering of Materidism” dating,

"Sixteen out of 38 of Christ's parables deal with money;
more is sad in the New Testament about money than
heaven and hdl combined; five times more is said about
money than prayer; and while there are 500 plus verses
on both prayer and faith, there are over 2,000 verses
dedling with money and possessons.’

Jesus said, "Dont lay up for yoursaves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break inand stedl. But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroy, and where
thieves do not break inor sted; for where your treasure
is, there will your heart be aso" (Matthew 6:19-21).
Additiondly, in the parable of the tdents (Matthew
25:14-30), the madter's response to each servant
indicates that God has a lot to say about finances, and
aso about how our spiritua maurity is effectively
gauged by the handiing of our persona and business
affars.

What, then are some scriptural principles which canad
us in our hilling and collection sysem? Firg, is the
redization that God owns everything (Matthew 25:14;
Proverbs 3:46). There are three implicaions to this
principle. The firgt implication is that God has the right
to whatever He wants, whenever He wants it. This
removes from us dl ideas of personal wedth of
possessions. The only postion left to the individud
believer is one of being a steward or manager of what
God has entrusted to him. Stewardship may be defined
as the ue of God given resources for the
accomplishment of God given gods $ Bdieving this
frees usto give generoudy of God's resourcesto God's
purposes and people. The second implication of God's
universd ownership is not just that my gving is a
goiritual decison, but every spending decison is a
gpiritual decison as wdl. Why? Because God owns it
dl' The third implication is that one cannot fake
sewardship for everything will come to the light when
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the Master examines the individud believer's use of His
resources.

The second principle is an extension of the firdt. If God
owvns eveything, if man is a steward of God's
possessions, and if man's chief end is to glorify God,
then everything we have is for God's glory. This is
supported by Proverbs 16:4 when Solomon dates,
"“The Lord hath made dl things for himsdf." (KJV)

The third principle involves establishing the tithe from
the increase in our finances. Since the tithe is God's
mark of ownership on bdievers (Geness 14:20;
Madachi 3:8-10), we may deduce that our businesses
are extendons of ourselves and are possessions in the
steward's hands. Therefore, we should establish the
tithe in our businesses (Deuteronomy 14:22-29;
Matthew 25:44-45 ). Once the tithe is established, we
need to support God's work and give to the poor
induding widows, minigering brethren and unbelievers
(I Corinthians 9:9, 111 John 6-7; | Timothy 5:3).

We mud remember the materiad wedth that God
gracioudy provides as a result of our businesses (or
income) is to be shared for His work and for doing
good (Psam 49:10-11; Revedation 3:18; 1 John 3:17-
18; James 2:14-16; 11 Corinthians 8:11-12). For those
who have an abundance, it is ther respongbility to
share with those in need. In so doing, the Lord will
utilize these funds to meet the needs of other, provide
direction in ther lives, unite believers through many
shared blessings (11 Corinthians 8:14), and demondgtrate
His power over the world. By our willingnessto share
with each other and with non-believers, we are a
testimony to God's love, power, and ownership in this
world (Matthew 5:42; Matthew 10:42; Luke 12:33). It
is crucid to remember, "He who gives to a poor man,
lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good
deed" (Proverbs 19:17; Proverbs 14:31).

How, then, do we evduate a person to be arecipient of
chaity? Some questions to consder are: 1) Is this
person willing to work) 2) Is he able to work? 3)
Should we ad him in esablishing a budget and assst
him accordingly? This subject will be considered later in
the discussion.
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Why is this important? God assumes the responsibility
of providing the basc necessities for everyone truging
Him (Mathew 6:19-34; Matthew 7:11; Philippians
4:19). He will use money to strengthen trust in Him
(Matthew 6:22-23). Therefore, debt is to be avoided
sance it presumes upon the future, reducing a believer's
trust in God by depending on himsdf, rather than in
Almighty God's ahility to care for his children (Proverbs
22:7; Luke 22:15).

In light of maintaining God's testimony, not only should
we avoid debt, but we should aso make provison to
pay dl hills on a regular bass (Psdm 37:21; otherwise
our effectiveness as God's witnesses is reduced. God
will provide. our needs, but not necessarily our lusts nor
our greed (Proverbs 28:8). If we, as the body of Chrigt,
do not heed God's principles, then it follows that we will
experience a lack of commitment to His work
(Proverbs 3:910), display an arrogant attitude toward
the less fortunate, and resentment toward God (John
6:16; Romans 13:8; and Psdm 37:21).

The fifth principle suggests it would be better to forgive
a debt than to sue. In | Corinthians 6:1-11, believers
are oedificaly prohibited by Paul from teking a fdlow
believer to court for financid indebtedness. Why is this?
By taking a brother to court - thus indicating an ingbility
in the body of Christ to hande its own &ffairs - the
name of Chrigt is defamed.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about this very
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subject. In Matthew 5:13-16, He states that we are At
and light in this world. Therefore, we should let the
world see out good works so that God may be
glorified. In verses 38-42, He dtates that in the event
someone should sue us (anyone, no differentiation
between Jew or Gentile), we should give him our coat
dso. "Give to hm who asks of you, and do not turn
away fromhim who wants to borrow from you" (5:42).
This suggests that lawsuits are undesirable a any time.

In summary, the five basic principles of finances are:

1. Acknowledgement of God's ownership dally.
(Proverbs 3:4-6)

2. All we haveisfor God's glory. (Proverbs 16:4 )
3. Establishment of the tithe. (Luke 6:38)

4. Avoidance of debt. (Proverbs 22:7)

5. Forgiveness of our debtors. (Matthew 6:12)

In addition, there are principles for financid decison
making. They are asfollows

1. Avoid speculation. (Proverbs 28:22)

2. Keep finances current. (Luke 14:23-29)

3. Consder your witness. (I Corinthians 10:31)

4. Give to the needs of others. (I1 Corinthians 9:13)
5. Never co-sign. (Proverbs 19:19)

6. Avoid indulgence. (I Timothy 6:8)

7. Prepare for decreases. (Philippians 4:12-13)

8. God isthe source. (Proverbs 10:22)
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Table4

Ownership

Motivation

Attitude Toward Wealth

Debt

Credit

Attitude Toward Poor

Tithe

Sharing From
Abundance
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Table 4 comparesthe secular and scriptural modelsfor finance.

Finances
SECULAR HUMANISM VIEW

Sdf

Greed: "All | can get..."
Laziness: "...for the least work"
Fear: 1. of bankruptcy

2. of IRS audit

Desirable Useful, but not essential

Consists primarily of money

Consists, aswell, of income earning potential

Hoards (Psalm 49:10-11)

Gives power and therefore control over
people, places and things

Worry (Matthew 6:25)

Corruption (Psalm 1:6)

Self-Centered (James 1:10-11)
---Feeding greed and lust (I Timothy 6:6-8)

---Results in bondage to borrower

(Matthew 5:25-26; Proverbs 22:7)

Unavoidable

Avoid payment by bankruptcy

Shuns them

None

Hoard
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GOD'S VIEWPOINT

God's Viewpoint

1. Give God glory
2. Stewardship: Managing another's resources
3. Giving: to God (tithe)

to God's work

to thosein need (Proverbs 28:26)

A good name, peace and an intact family

To beshared - for God's Work
for doing good
Demonstrates His power over the world

Strengthen trust in God (Matthew 6:32-33;
Philippians 4:19)
Uses money to provide direction in our lives
(I Corinthians 8:14)
Unite Christians through many shared blessings
share with those in need
(Psalm 49:10-11; Revelation 3:18)
Assumes responsibility of providing for basic
needs of those who trust him

To avoid at all costs (Proverbs 22:7; Luke 12:15;
Romans 13:8)

Must be paid (Psalm 37:21)
---God will provide (Luke 12:30-31)

Providesfor them. "Hewho givesto the poort,
lendsto the Lord." (Proverbs 19:17)

1. God's mark of ownership on abeliever
(Genesis 14:20; Maachi 3:8-10)
2. God loves awilling giver
3. From your business (Deuteronomy 14:23;
Matthew 25:45; Matthew 10:42)

To share: | John 3:17-18; James 2:14-16;
Il Corinthians 8;11-12
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Sacrificid Giving None

(except for tax-write-off)
Sharing With Varigble
Non-Christians
Chronic Collection agency
Non-agency File suit

In congructing a functional model using these principles,
a ten-year literature search was conducted. It revealed
no evidence of an exiding financid modd based on
Biblica principles. This is not to say, however, that
individud believers had not aready established practice
modds based on ther understanding of scriptural
principles.

A commonly utilized billing and collection system today
is the peg board sysem, described in Medica
Economics Encyclopedia of Practice and Financial
Management. The reason for its success is that it does
apply the fallowing scriptura principle: "Let everything
be done decently and in an orderly manner." (I
Corinthians 14:40) In short, the peg board system
dlows detailed records of income and outlay. It has a
counter check built in with the comparison of the day
sheet. Thisaso dlows an audit trall withthe "end of the
month" tally." It is good for a amdl practice, assuming
that adequate personnd are avalable for effident
utilizetion, but may be unwiddy for larger groups of
multi-specidty practices. At this point, an automated
system or computer super-billing system could keep
overhead down more dfidently, snce they, too, are
"decent and orderly.” Certainly, in the dally minutiae,
dmog any system will work as long as it is tailored
around the persondity of the physcian and the type of
practice, in order to promote efficiency and therefore
better stewardship.

The bottom line is, just how can these principles be
gpplied to a practice stting? If the Chrigtian physician's
practice is for God's glory (and is, therefore, a minisry
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1. Accepted asthe norm (I1 Corinthians 8:15;
Luke 3:11; Mark 10:29)

2. Ministering brethren (1 Corinthians 9:9;
111 John 6-7)

1. Do not accept resources from non-Christians for a
ministry
2. By willingness to share we are atestimony for
God's Greatness (Matthew 5:42 & 10:42;
Luke 12:33)

Forgiveness (I Corinthians 6)

or outreach to the world), then it makes sense that
God's mark of ownership should be on the business. In
other words, the tithe needs to be given from the
abundance of the practice. Other condderations are:
What provison will be made for the poor? What about
debt and collections? What do we do with "bad" debts?

From the beginning, one can determine to tithe from the
office by sdtting asde one hdf dinic day per week
(10% of the tota practice time) which would be used
for indigent hedth care a no charge. For the
nonindigent patient needing hedlth care that day, the
individud would be fit in as the schedule permitted, at
the regular charge, with the understanding that the dinic
day was primaily designed for the indigent, so no
offense would be taken.

The indigent patient needing care at times other thanthe
specified day could be worked into the schedule astime
permitted during regular hours. (N.B. Petient needs and
physcian avalldbility cannot be dealy separated
without two separate locations: one for the indigent, and
one for the non-indigent. This is not only unfeesble
finencdly, but dso suggests favoritiam and violates
scriptural principles. (James 2:1-13) Based on proof of
inability to pay (W-4 or IRS 1040), which would be
obtained by a finandd manager or counselor ,a diding
scde system based on a 10% gradient (0-100%) as
noted in Table 5 would be indituted and the remainder
forgiven. This concept has worked extremdy wel at
Velore Chrigian Medicd College.  Adminigtrators
recognized that the poor vaued their hedth care only if
hed accountable for paying some minimd charge. An
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dternative to this would condst of a diding scde for dl
patients with no speciad day set aside for the poor.
Therefore, while the fee would remain congtant, the
indigent would be provided hedlth care a minimd or no
charge.

What about hilling? Quite smply, this could be taken
care of by cash at the time of service, with the insurance
dam submitted by the patient thereafter. For the petient
uneble or having difficulty submitting the forms, this
function could be performed by the office manager for a
nomind fee. This would minmize necessary cost and
supplies.

What about the patient who forgot his checkbook? This
patient could return home for his checkbook, then either
return to the office for payment or mall his check to the
office within twenty-four hours. If a patient did this
repeatedly, then his hill would be reconciled only on a
cash basis.

In view of the credit card economy we live in, what
provison would be made for credit cards? In light of
scriptura principles to avoid indebtedness, we have the
respongibility to be examples to our patients. Therefore,
to pre

vent finandd irrespongibility and a further indebtedness
in our patients, credit cards would be discouraged. A
financdd counsdor would be avaladle to assst the
paient in esablishing the finandd priorities. (This is
being done successfully by at least one professiona
interviewed by one of the authors.)

What about the patient with a true emergency, who
needs service, but is uneble to pay at that time, or later
refuses? For this Stuation, no one would be refused. If
the patient were truly undble to pay, a weekly or
monthly payment schedule could be arranged. An
dternative would alow the patient to pay what he could
and then write off the rest. If the patient thenrefused to
pay his bill or to make appropriate arrangements within
120 days, the hill would be forgiven. At this point, the
patient would be considered finanddly irresponsble
and indructed by the phydcian at that time to find a
different hedlth care provider by the end of thirty days.
[N.B. The assumption here is that since the human
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person was created by God and is specid, therefore,
providing medica care to the needy pdient has
precedence over financia considerations]

It must be emphasized that the physicianwould not take
a person to court: a believer, because of scriptura
prohibition and an unbdiever because of the testimony
of the gospd. When in doubt, it is better to forgive a
debt and move on. The most important considerationis
God's reputation.

In summary, the principle purpose of this discusson
was to show the need for a rethinking of practice
principles, which need to be scripturdly based if we are
to glorify God before the watching world. Secondly, by
aoplying scriptura principles to a practice sdting, this
discusson can assst the Chrigian physcian in
developing a financid system consstent with scripture.
Third, the comparison of the secular with the scriptura
approach to finances is important for the Chrigtian
physician in order to view the common pitfals that may
be undertaken unintentionally.

Fourth, the application of these scripturd principles are
offered as an encouragement to Chrigtian phydcians,
exhorting us to "do dl for the glory of God." Fndly,
these guiddines are offered as an dterndive to the
current practice of medica collections.

Over one hundred years ago, an English physcian
identified with the Chinese population in language, in
dress and in customs. Hudson Taylor, this same English
physcdan, uttered the prindple which he used to
provide for his minisry then, and which is even more
applicable today:

GOD'SWORK DONE IN GOD'SWAY WILL
NOT LACK GOD'S SUPPORT



