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Everyone today seems to want maximd hedth care.
Chrigtians, humanids, conservatives, and liberds argue
that every American should not only have access to
hedth care, but the best medicd care. Because of this
sentiment, nationd health insurance would aready exist
if politicians could only figure out how to pay for it.

However, medical care is one of the mgor means
whereby Americans are being further endaved to the
state. Further, no matter what method or how much
money the dtate spends, hedth care will not be
achieved.

A Brief Digression
in Philosophy, Ethicsand Law

Too many Chrigians in the United States bdieve that
palitics is an amora endeavor; that it iswrong to try to
apply Biblicd principles as laws for society. But, to
maintain this position they mugt contend againg this
gmple argument. Politics and legidation are inevitably
based upon some principle of right and wrong, i.e,
ethics. Isit right to limit highway speeds to 65 miles per
hour or not? Is it right to alow physcians to abort
unborn babies or not?

Having sad that, whose ethics will be enacted into law?
The Supreme Court has sad tha the Ten
Commandments will not be taught in public schoals,
and by implication and gpplication, will not become law.
So, what ethicsare It -- only some godless humanism
that is gpplied at the whim of voters, politicians, and
judges. And Chrigtians accept this Stuation!

My question to them s, "How can right and wrong be
determined apart from God's ways?' The answer is, "It
can't." Until Chrigians en masse come to understand
this smple rdaionship of societal lav and reigion

(humanism isardigion), there will be no improvement in
ether the qudity of life or the mordity of the American
people.

American Medicine:
Solutions of Disease and Death

"Thewages of Snisdesth.”
"All them who hate me love desth.”

In light of these verses and other teachings of Scripture,
what is the humanig solution for unwanted pregnancy?
The death of the unborn baby. What is the solution for
those with chronic and incurable illnesses? Letha
injection. What is the solution to the AIDS epidemic?
"Sdfe sex." (That is risky sex that leads to more
infections of dl sexudly tranamitted diseases)

Beyond these "death solutions,” why do people smoke
cigarettes? Drink acohol to excess? Engage in risky
sexud behavior? Eat too much? Use 1V drugs? Medica
experts and psychologists say that addictions cause
people to behave in these ways.

America is being medicdized. More and more
problems facng both individuals and society are being
"medicdized.” That is, they are being given dther a
medical or psychologicd "diagnoss” And -- far too
many Chridians are fdlowing this pattern. "So what?"
you ask. Jugt this.

First, the question must be asked, "Does God know
more about behavior than man?' God says that
drunkenness is a gn (I Corinthians 6:10; Ephesans
5:18), that sexud intimacy outsde of mariage is Sn
(Exodus 20:14), that homosexudity issn (I Corinthians
6:9), and many other behaviors are dns (I Corinthians
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6:9-10; Gdatians 5:19-21).

You see, if these problems are medicd or
"psychologicd,” then the afflicted person needs a
physician or psychologist, not the Great Physician. One
of the great doctrines of orthodox theology is that the
body (as physcad matter and as God's cregtion) is "very
good" (Genesis 1:31). To place these immord (Snful)
behaviors in the category of physcd causation
contradicts that teaching.

The worse effect is that the afflicted person will be
deluded as to what his real need is Jesus Chrigt and
obedience to Him, not the escape of his or her
conscience into physical causation with the remedy in
humanigtic counsel and/or in apill.

The second mgor effect of the re-classfication of gns
into medica/psychologicad problems is the economic
cost. Insurance is based upon pooled risk. For
insurance programs to work, they must be actuaridly
sound. That is, the risk that is being insured againgt must
be rare enough that a suffident equity can be built into a
fund to pay for a cdamity when it comes and pay the
adminigtrative cogts to run the program.

With behaviora problems beng increasingly diagnosed
as medical problems and states mandating that virtualy
any <df-destructive behavior be insured by privae
agencies, then the risk being insured approaches 100
percent in any individud.

No wonder the cost of medicd insurance is so high!
Collection on a medical insurance policy is no longer a
chance posshility, but a virtud certainty. It has become
a return-on-investment program that carries the higher
adminidrative costs of a greater number of dams on
top of the dams themsdves -- a very expendve
endeavor. And - everyone wants to be sure that they
collect their "fair share.
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In addition to this huge private cost is that of
government  programs, primaily Medicare and
Medicaid. Soon, if it has not occurred adready, more
will be spent by the federal government on medicdl care
than on naiond defense! In addition, the largest
taxation on the American people is now Socid Security,
avery large share of which goesto pay for Medicare.

Thus, dl medicd care in the United States now
consumes dmog 13 percent of the Gross National
Product -- far more than a tithe towards the care of a

dying entity, the human body.

The third mgor effect of medicdization is that every
government program and legidation is backed by the
ful power and enforcement of the state and federa
governments. After about 10 years of Medicare, the
federal government saw that they could not afford to
pay for the services being provided for the program's
recipients. So, they have increesingly regulated what
physicians can and cannot do.

When their laws are not followed, physcians can be
fined and even imprisoned, often without a jury trid.
That is, physdans are presumed guilty and must prove
their innocence.

From the patient's side, physdans can "report” under
child and spouse statutes the possihility of such abuse
and be free of any avil or aimind ligality. Inthis case,
the paient and his family are quilty untl proven
innocent.

And -- so it goes. Medicine is a primary means
whereby spiritud problems (sins) need medicine as ther
savior. Since these problems originate in the depths of
man's depravity, ther cost exceeds dl avaladle
resources. As the state increases the care of its dtizens
from cradle to grave (not womb to tomb, as the state
does not protect the child in the womb), it increases its
police gate surveillance and enforcement.

The irony of modern medicine gone awry is that it
promises what it cannot deiver, i.e, hedth. All in dl,
American medicine does more harm than good. While |
cannot digress to prove that point here, one only needs
to look at abortion, the management of the AIDS
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epidemic, the specter of euthanasa to understand that
American medicineis anything but "hedlth-promoting.”

From a Romans 1 perspective, this bad Stuation is
understandable. What boggles my mind is the number
of Chrigtians who accept mog, if not dl, of this Stuation
as what ought to be. Some even cdl the government's
granglehold on medicine "charity.”

The redlities are these. Sns can never be heded on a
physica basis. Greater disease, disdbility, and death is
dl that humanism has to offer. There is not enough
money in exisence to pay for dl the effects of sdf-
abuse that are possible. Medicine is already socidized
and ameans by which the government is decreasing the
freedom of individuds and families, as it increases its
own police state.

Those Chridians that think | exaggerate are blind to any
Biblicad understanding of the medicd dtuation in the
United States. Until some dgnificat numbers of
Chrigians and ther leaders understand the above and
the Biblical solutions that apply, American medicine will
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continue to be the agent whereby it accomplishes the
very opposite of what it intends. The cost in souls,
money, and freedom will be exceedingly grest!



